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WWhheenn  rraattss,,    mmiiccee,,  

tteerrmmiitteess,,  ccoocckkrrooaacchheess,, aanndd

aannttss  iinnvvaaddee  yyoouurr  hhoommee,,  

tthheeyy  bbrriinngg  ffiilltthh,,  ddiisseeaassee  oorr

ddeessttrruuccttiioonn..  BBuutt  rreeaacchhiinngg  ffoorr

tthhee  sspprraayy  oorr  ppooiissoonn  mmaayy  nnoott  bbee

tthhee  bbeesstt  wwaayy  ttoo  ggeett  rriidd  ooff  tthheemm..  

IInntteeggrraatteedd  PPeesstt  MMaannaaggeemmeenntt  ((IIPPMM))

iiss  aa  ccoommmmoonn--sseennssee  aapppprrooaacchh  ttoo  

ccoonnttrroolllliinngg  uunnwwaanntteedd  ppeessttss——

aanndd  iitt’’ss  ggoooodd  ffoorr  tthhee  eennvviirroonnmmeenntt  

aanndd  yyoouurr  hheeaalltthh,,  ttoooo..  

Aaaah! 

Eeeek!

Yuck!

State of Connecticut Department
of Environmental Protection



IIff  YYoouu  NNeeeedd

PPrrooffeessssiioonnaall  HHeellpp
Some pests may be more than you can handle
on your own. For example, termites, carpenter
ants, roaches or rats can quickly get out of
hand and be very hard to get rid of. 

If you need professional help, look for pest
control companies that practice IPM. A good
contractor will—
• Thoroughly inspect your home.
• Identify problem areas, structural features,

or practices that may contribute to the 
pest problem.

• Suggest steps that you should take to elimi-
nate conditions that pests need for survival.

• Develop a pest control plan and timetable
for eliminating the pests.

• Use baits, traps, and monitoring devices.
• Use pesticides if necessary, choosing the

least toxic products first. 
• Monitor these pest control methods on a

regular basis. 
• Provide reports on pest activities 

in your home.
• Let you know when the pests are gone.

It’s easier to prevent pesky critters from living
in your home than to get rid of them. So start
your own IPM program today to keep them out.
And call a registered pest control company
when you need to send pests packing.

KKeeeepp  YYoouurr  HHoommee  CClleeaann  

IInnssiiddee  aanndd  OOuutt

• Eliminate sources of food and water. 
• Store containers held for recycling in tightly

covered trash cans or closed trash bags.
• Clean up food crumbs and spills. 
• Store pet or bird food in sealed containers.
• Pick up pet food dishes after pets are 

finished eating.
• Seal garbage bins tightly.
• Don’t leave leftovers out for wild animals.
• Reduce general clutter in and around the house.
• Remove indoor waste daily.
• Vacuum frequently and thoroughly, making sure

to dispose of the vacuum bag if you have
picked up unwanted guests.

TTrraappss  aanndd  LLuurreess  

• Set and regularly check rodent traps.
• Use biological traps such as pheromones and

chemical lures which attract and capture insects.

UUssee  PPeessttiicciiddeess  IIff  NNeecceessssaarryy

• Use pesticides carefully. 
• Call a registered pest control company for help

controlling the most stubborn pests.
• Ask your pest control company for an IPM program.

Like us, rodents and bugs need food, water, and 
a comfortable place to live. By controlling their
access to these, IPM helps prevent and eliminate
these pesky critters. Here are pest management
techniques you can use to help control and 
eliminate pests in your home.

LLooookk  ffoorr  SSiiggnnss  ooff  PPeessttss

• Look for places where pests can 
enter your home.

• Check for holes in siding, cracks in 
foundations, open drains or wiring leads.

• Look for rodent burrows, chew marks
and droppings.

• Search for piles of fine sawdust-like 
chewings from carpenter ants.

EElliimmiinnaattee  PPllaacceess  

WWhheerree  TThheeyy  CCaann  EEnntteerr

• Caulk cracks.
• Cover vents.
• Seal off pipe conduits. 
• Install or repair screens and air doors. 
• Replace weather stripping.
• Trim branches that overhang 

or contact the roof of the building. 
• Keep vegetation, shrubs, and wood

mulch one foot from the building.
• Rake up leaves and debris from 

around the foundation to eliminate
places where rodents hide.

• Move stacks of firewood 
away from the building.

• Keep doors closed.
• Keep indoor areas dry.
• Fix leaky faucets and pipes.

IIPPMM::  TThhee  SSmmaarrtt  WWaayy  ttoo  CCoonnttrrooll  PPeessttssIIPPMM::  TThhee  SSmmaarrtt  WWaayy  ttoo  CCoonnttrrooll  PPeessttss

FFiivvee  SStteeppss  ttoo  PPeesstt  PPrreevveennttiioonn


